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Studies: Brief Notices

brief notices
view of the hebrews edited by
charles D tate
patejr
tatejr
jr BYU religious
studies center 1996

clusion before him and makes no
claim to be writing scripture
lay readers who wish to investigate repeated claims that the book
for almost a century critics of of mormon borrows from view of
the authenticity of the book of mor- the hebrews will find this volume
mon have claimed that view of the valuable for those unfamiliar with
hebrews first published by ethan the ongoing dialogue a cursory intro
smith in 1823 ad2d ed 1825
troduction reviews literature that
served as inspiration for scripture compares view of the hebrews to
ethan smith pastor of the con- or distinguishes it from the book
of mormon other readers will
gregat
gregational
ional church in poultney
vermont argued that the native want an analysis of the text itself
americans were scattered israelites which is not offered here serious
who would soon be restored into scholars will probably continue to
the gospel fold charles tate has refer to smiths original editions
introduced and edited the entire since the 1996 volume does not
text of the 1825 edition in an effort include original pagination and
to invite our readers to decide for does not provide discussion of the
themselves xix concerning the differences between the 1823 and
alleged connection between smiths 1825 editions
jed L woodworth
treatise and the book of mormon
view of the hebrews reads very
much like a gospel tract smith
quotes dozens of scriptures in an the ten commandments
commandmentsfor
for
attempt to show that in the latter today edited byjohn
by john G scott
days israel would be restored in
bookcraft 1997
fulfillment of gods covenant
promises and sets out to prove that
seeing the ten commandments
native americans are these cove- as eternal principles that have
nant people 1 I shall attempt to never been annulled this collecembody the evidence obtained
fly on recent
tion focuses primar
primarily
says smith to show that the statements by church leaders relenatives of america are the descen- vant or adaptable to these ten
dants of the ten tribes of israel
topics of course these judeo
fudeo
58 smith quotes liberally from christian fundamentals about
authors who had drawn this con- which thousands of books have
249
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been written over the centuries
can be taken to mean or include
many other points or precepts
here these institutes 5 are
applied to such important and
diverse subjects as revelation false
materialism jewelry automobiles
self
seif esteem vain repetitions filing
tax returns prayer profanity eternal families war anger hunting
abortion euthanasia honesty pride
and neighborly love moses would
probably be pleasantly surprised to
see how far removed from sinai
modem circumstances have become and yet how relevant his
ancient words can still be made
john W welch

the exodus story ancient and

modern parallels by richard
modem
neitzel holzapfel bookcraft 1997

this short book finds in the new

testament the doctrine and covenants and personal experience
parallels to the old testament exodus story in the hexateuch this
effort aimed at the lay LDS reader
is more an attempt to liken all
scriptures unto us 1 1I ne 1923
than a scholarly exegesis written
for university colleagues 4
holzapfel thus acknowledges the
work of other LDS scholars who
have written on exodus patterns
but makes no overt attempt to dialogue with them
instead holzapfel brings consid
siderable
erable expertise to his writing
by utilizing historical cultural and
geographical details not generally
known many readers will enjoy
the prodigious array of scriptural
quotations drawn here from all
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four standard works particularly
from the old testament others will
wish for more analysis of what the
quoted scriptures might mean and
how the exodus theme surfaces
repeatedly in salvation history
jed L woodworth

the primitive church in the modem world edited by richard T
hughes university of illinois
press 1995

the primitive church in the

modern world is a welcome companion
P on volume to the american
quest for the primitive church
an important anthology published
by richard T hughes in 1988 the
first volume brought together fifteen remarkable essays on a theme
that had too often been neglected
by scholars of american religion
the search within american protestantism for a restoration of the
ancient gospel while not necessarily agreeing on what the restoration might consist of the various
protestant movements were nearly
all characterized by elements of
restorationism or primitivism for
LDS readers the 1988 volume
provided a valuable historical setting for the emergence of their
own religion which emphasizes
the restoration of ancient truths
and authority
this new anthology explores
the subject of how primitivism
applies in modem times it contains ten noteworthy essays by distinguished scholars of american
religion as well as an important introduction by hughes As hughes
explains restorationist believers
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tend to define their most fundamental values and commitments by
the ancient norms of the christian
faith however perceived and only
then if at all by the norms of
modernity or modernization in
other words genuine primitivists
judge the modem world by the
standards of the ancient faith not
the other way around xiii
some of the essays raise interesting questions about whether
churches that began as restorationist movements have moved
away from that tradition because
of the various influences of modernism to what degree did or
does accommodation to modernity undermine basic primitivism
this dilemma however is largely
circumvented in LDS theology
which understands that continuing
revelation originally stood at the
core of true primitive christianity
which was founded on prophetic
apostolic leadership
LDS readers will want to take
note of the essay by thomas G
alexander mormon primitivism
and modernization 167 96 drawing from his extensive study of late
nineteenth century mormonism
particularly the administration of
president wilford woodruff alexander focuses on the changing relationship
ship between the temporal
tion
and spiritual spheres during that
period in his view the temporal
and the spiritual were fused so intimately in the early days of the LDS
church that there was no incongruity between them thus various
economic programs seemingly
temporal in nature were seen as
merely one aspect of an all encom
enbom
passing faith by the end of the
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nineteenth century however the
temporal and the spiritual had become separate largely because of
the pressures brought against the
church by the political campaigns
against plural marriage and utahs
quest for statehood
alexander discusses the gradual
modification of various beliefs and
practices that resulted in the fact
that directions from church leaders on temporal affairs no longer
carried the same spiritual connotations as in earlier years nevertheless he shows that the church was
still able to perceive itself as the
restoration of ancient christianity
modernization had not changed
that 187 though alexander does
not specifically comment on the
principle of continuing revelation
LDS readers will understand that
this is the process that has always
led and still leads to needful adaptation in the rapidly changing modern
em world
james B alien
allen
ailen

womans view helen mar
comans
neys reminiscences of early
Whit
wbitneys
whitneys
whitneyt
A

byjeni
jeni
church history edited by
broberg holzapfel and richard
neitzel holzapfel BYU religious
studies center 1997

helen mar kimball smith whitney 1828 96 witnessed early
mormon history from its center
she was a daughter of heber C and
vilate kimball and she became a
ith after
plural wife of joseph sm
smith
the prophets death she married
horace K whitney with whom
she raised a large family in utah
3
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near the end of her life helen
wrote her reminiscences of life
among the early latter day saints
she relayed her experiences of
the momentous the missouri per
secutions the very beginnings of
polygamy the exodus from nauvoo and the sojourn at winter
quarters she also wrote much of
daily living family life friendships dancing and sabbath day
observance her narrative provides
a womans
comans view of the ordinary
and the extraordinary in early mormon history
reminiscing from the distance
of four decades makes for memory
problems but helen mar whitneys
Whit neys
whitneyt
narrative benefits from her us
of letters and diaries of her father
and others also the retrospective
position from which she wrote
allowed for mature reflection and
enabled her to see life lessons in
her past experiences for example
she wrote the experience had at
winter quarters taught me that it
was only through obedience and
great humiliation more especially
through fasting and prayer that we
could obtain any great manifestations from on high or the power
to enable us to overcome the
adversary

462 63

helens reminiscences were
womans
published serially in the comans
exponent from 1880 to 1886 the
fels provide us the service
holzapfels
Holzap
of pulling together into one book
all the scattered installments from
this practically inaccessible periodical in appendixes the editors
also provide whitneys
Whit neys autobiograwhitneyt
phy and her obituary written by
her friend emmeline B wells an
introductory essay accompanied
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by a number of photographs invites the reader into the book
mark ashurst mcgee

obe rhetoric of church and
ohe
the
state A critical analysis of religion clausejurisprudence
clause jurisprudence by
frederick mark gedicks duke
university press 1995

this book written by a BYU law
professor is sure to command the
attention of those with an interest in first amendment religious
issues legal history or legal and
political philosophy especially
regarding church and state
the author sees a major crisis in
religion clause jurisprudence the

supreme courts doctrine of

church and state is grounded in
two distinct and conflicting discourses the first is religious com
munitarianism which dominated
supreme court decisions until the
middle of the twentieth century
Comm
communitarianism
unitarianism is generally
respectful accommodating and
supportive of traditional judeo
fudeo
christian values the second discourse is secular individualism
which developed in the 1950s
now the prevailing doctrine of the
court secular individualism takes a
more critical stance toward religion relegating it to the role of a
purely private institution toward
which government is to remain
strictly neutral
gedicks argues that the courts
shift from the principles of religious communitarianism
comm unitarianism to those
of secular individualism is problematic because it has been partial
and incomplete while the court
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is committed to principles of secular individualism it has repeatedly

endorsed government actions that
violate those principles actions
that would be far more justifiable
under the discourse of religious
comm unitarianism back cover
communitarianism
comm unitarianism and
because communitarianism
secular individualism are fundamentally irreconcilable the court
has forced itself to diminish the
religious characteristics of practices it actually sanctions for this
reason the supreme courts religion clause doctrine has become
inconsistent convoluted ineffecdis
disrespected
tive and as a result respected
disrespecter
ile in
he
the solution does not lie
attempting to fix what is broken
the current court doctrine lacks
both popular support and internal
consistency and is therefore beyond repair the answer that gedicks
proposes is to develop an entirely
new discourse that would first
attract popular support and second protect a meaningful measure
of religious freedom back cover
gedicks does not articulate precisely what this new discourse
should be that would require
another book
this work succeeds brilliantly in
doing what it set out to accomplish the reader is left fully aware
of how the supreme court got
itself into its current predicament
regarding church and state
matthew R connelly
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